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Upcoming Events 

 
• “Homecoming in the 

Summertime” – 
Party Cruise 
sponsored by the 
South Jersey 
Alumni Chapter on 
Saturday, August 
24th – 8 pm – 11 pm 

    Contact William  
“Chip” Waller at 
973-985-1422 

 
• Homecoming  “The 

Greatest 
Homecoming in 
Raleigh” – October 
12th – 20th  

 
•   

National Alumni Association of Shaw University – PO Box 27036 Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27611 – Phone: 704-806-0873 
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Alumni and Friends, 
 
The meaning of life is found 
at the end of each inhale and 
exhale.  That’s right, go 
ahead, breathe in deep and 
let it out slowly while happily 
reflecting on the record 
breaking tasks that we have 
mastered together.  As a 
matter of fact, let out a 
scream of joy for we have 
accomplished an incredible 
and monumental 
achievement.   
 
Yes, I am referring to 
growing alumni giving / 
participation to 32% from just 
4% since last October.  Take 
a bow, toot your horn, and 
bask in the moment.  Then 
get prepared to start working 
all over again, because we 
have more dreams to turn 
into reality.  
 
Additionally, we have met 
the two other goals that were 
set before us to achieve this 
year; increasing our 
membership to 1000 and 
allocating funding for a 
stately looking bear statue 
and memorial garden 
commemorating the 
awesome achievement of 
the 2012 Lady Bears 
basketball team in winning 

Letter from the President 
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the National Title.  
Many thanks to all of you 
who helped in making our 
goals attainable!   As we 
look to a year filled with new 
opportunities, let each of us 
step boldly in give a hand 
and do our part for the love 
of our Dear Ole’ Shaw U!!!        
 
It is going to take more of 
us to keep this wonderful 
and exciting momentum 
moving forward.  Please 
join and encourage others 
to join the wave of 
excitement that continues to 
grow.  Join the national and 
local chapters of the alumni 
association, get actively 
involved on committees and 
commissions, and be an 
avid financial supporter of 
our Alma Mater.   
 
Thank you and I look 
forward to seeing all of you 
at “The Best Homecoming 
in Raleigh 2013” 
 
 
Fondly, 
 
James L. Shaw 
NAA President 
704-806-0873  
president@shawunaa.com 
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More than 80 alumni, 
members of the board of 
trustees, and guests 
attended Confab 2013 on 
June 7-9. The Confab was 
hosted by the Tri-Cities 
Chapter and held in 
Richmond Virginia at the 
DoubleTree Hotel. The 
Confab began with a 
reception on Friday 
evening was sponsored 
by Liberty Mutual.    

Saturday morning began 
with interactive and 
informational workshops 
structured to meet the 
leadership development 
needs of the membership. 
This year’s theme was 
“Bridging the Gap: We are 
all Shaw Bears.” In 
keeping with the theme, 
there were sessions on 
bridging the gap in giving, 
membership, and 
communication.  

One of the highlights on  

Overview of the National Alumni Association 
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The National Alumni 
Association of Shaw 
University (Association) 
consists of 31 chapters 
located in various U.S. 
cities.  Each chapter 
operates independently 
under the principles and 
guidelines of the National 
Alumni Association 
Constitution & By-Laws. 
Chapters are aligned by 
geographical regions 
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Saturday was the 
luncheon which provided 
alumni an opportunity to 
hear an update on the 
university and dialogue 
with President Dorothy 
Yancey.   

Another highlight was a 
session that focused on 
developing young alumni 
relations, led by Ayoka 
Gay (Vice President for 
Young Alumni).  

During the business 
meeting session changes 
to the bylaws/constitution 
were discussed and will 
be sent out for review and 
for voting at the 
Homecoming meeting. 

There were also 
committee reports on 
Scholarships, 
Homecoming, and 
Membership.  Alumni 
joined together Saturday 
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night with a special social 
event.  

To close out the Confab, 
several executive board 
members and alumni 
attended worship services 
Sunday morning before 
departing for home. NAA 
President James Shaw 
said that the Confab 2013 
was a huge success and 
stated that “our thanks 
goes out to NAA Vice 
President Vivian McCoy 
(Chair of the Confab 
Committee), the Confab 
Committee, and guest 
speakers for the effort, 
planning and hard work 
that went into this year’s 
Confab 

 
Shambulia Gadsen Sams 
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under the oversight of 
Regional Vice Presidents 
who are appointed to 
provide leadership, 
support and advice to 
Chapters. 
 
Local Alumni Chapters 
have a vital role and serve 
as the connecting link 
between alumni, the 
National Alumni 
Association, the University 
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and the local community. 
Chapters participate in a 
wide variety of activities 
that promote and enhance 
the Mission of the 
Association and Shaw 
University. This includes 
conducting periodic 
scholarship fundraising 
events, assisting in 
student recruitment, 
performing community 
service projects, etc.  
 

 

 

CONFAB 2013 – “Bridging the Gap: We are All Shaw Bears” 
 

    Dr. Dorothy C. Yancy 
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The Membership 
Committee of The 
National Alumni 
Association of Shaw 
University is pleased to 
announce that we reached 
our 2012-2013 
membership goal of 1000 
members.  We are always 
passionate and 
enthusiastic, but now, WE 
ARE ON FIRE!   
 
LOOKOUT 2013-2014, we 
want every Shaw 
University Alumnus to 
become a member of 
NAA.   Membership is so 
important because we are 
the energy beneath our 
president, James, as he 
represents us.  NAA 
awards scholarships to 
students, supports student 
activities, and contributes 
to other campus projects.   
Equally important, Shaw 
Bears continue to care for 
and support each other 
faithfully. 
 
At our June – 2013 
Confab, the Membership 

Membership Announcement & News Flash 
 

Life is like a box of 
chocolates…you know 
don’t what you are 
going to get until you 
take a bite.  Take a bite 
out of life and enjoy it to 
the fullest! 
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Committee introduced our 
grandest project ever. We 
are conducting a 
NATIONAL PHONE-A-
THON in an effort to 
contact all 7000 or more 
Shaw Alumni.  We view 
this as our golden 
opportunity to cultivate 
awareness and strengthen 
alumni support.  A 
member of either the 
Membership Committee, 
Executive Board, Regional 
Vice Presidents, or 
Chapter Presidents will be 
calling to invite you to 
either become a member 
of NAA or renew your 
membership.  The phone-
a-thon began in June and 
will continue until we have 
reached all.  However, our 
goal is to be able to report 
a significant increase in 
membership by 
Homecoming 2013.  This 
is OUR organization, 
which supports OUR 
University, which is OUR 
responsibility.  An NAA 
membership application is 
included in this newsletter 
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which can be completed 
online and paid through 
PayPal or printed and 
mailed. 
 
Membership continues to 
encourage YOU to invite 
and urge your circle of 
alumni friends to join NAA.  
If EACH ONE of US 
CLAIMS ONE, 
membership will grow. 
 
FYI – The Membership 
Committee is composed 
of a group who are 
energetic, determined, 
unwavering, and full of 
Shaw spirit.  When we are 
ON FIRE, our energy is 
steadfast and we want 
YOU!   
 

  

 

An  Ins piring Mo men t  
We expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing 
therefore that we can do, or any kindness that we can show to any 
fellow creature, let us do it now; let us not defer or neglect it, for we 
shall not pass this way again. 
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The National Alumni 
Association of Shaw 
University (“Association”) 
was given a task by Shaw 
University President Dr. 
Dorothy Yancy to increase 
our annual Alumni giving 
from 4% to 26%--
something that has never 
happened before.   
 
On June 1, 2013, we 
diligently purposed to 
make history and we did.  
Alumni across the country 
were contacted via postal 
mail, email, and telephone 
to give at least $5.00.  We 
needed at least 1,200 to 
make this possible in thirty 
days.   
 
There were class year 
competitions and local 
chapter challenges.  In the 
end, with Alumni giving 
through the Association, 
we gave over $16,000 
with over 1,800 
contributors.  On July 16th, 

Real Bears Give Back 
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it was announced that with 
hard work and support 
from our Alumni, we 
reached a record high of 
32% in giving.   
 
The Association will honor 
each Alumni contributor 
who gave through the 
Association by placing 
their names on the 
Association’s website.   
 
Let us continue to make 
history and increase the 
annual giving to 50% for 
2013-2014.  You can start 
giving now by mailing your 
contribution to NAA of 
Shaw U, PO Box 27036, 
Raleigh, NC 27611 or 
online by visiting our 
website at 
www.shawunaa.com   
Thank you again for your 
support! 
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Helen Best 

Evelyn Leathers 

Homecoming Souvenir Journal 
 
Please don’t forget to submit your ad for your chapter, business, sorority, 
fraternity, birthday, anniversary or any other special occasion in this year’s 
souvenir journal.  You may also submit an ad in support of your favorite 
King or Queen contestants.  Please see the attachment include this email 
for more information or you may contact Cindy Brooks-Parks at 
nencregvp@shawunaa.com.  
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The NAA King & Queen Competition is a national fundraiser.  The competition was 
established as a way to involve all the Alumni in one of the most important goals of 
the organization to promote and encourage strong financial support of the 
University.  Who will be crowned 2013 King or Queen?  
 
Please support your favorite contestant by purchasing an ad in the souvenir journal 
by email nencregvp@shawunaa.com or you can mail your contribution to NAA, PO 
Box 27036, Raleigh, NC  27611 and put their name on the memo line. All ads for 
the souvenir journal must be camera ready during submission. 

 

King and Queen Competition  

 

Share Your News/Events/Activities 
 

  

  

  

Alton Byrd – Metro Washington, DC  Dr. Joan “Pat” Finger – Triad 

Belinda Harper – Rocky Mount/Kelly Bryant 
 

Stacey Sowell – Raleigh Wake 

Francine Taylor – Winston Salem Shirelle White – Tri-Counties, VA 
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Ride with pride with a SHAW Collegiate Insignia License Plate.  Visit the North 
Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles website at www.ncdot.gov/dmv/vehicle/plates/ and 
click on the “Specialized & Personalized Plates” link to order yours. Shaw University 
receives $15 per plate from the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles each quarter.  
This is another opportunity to give back.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

National Alumni 
Association of Shaw 

University   
 

Post Office Box 27036 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

27611 
 

PHONE: 
704-806-0873 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
president@shawunaa.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

www.shawunaa.com 

Homecoming 2013 – “The Greatest Homecoming in 
Raleigh” 
Please see the attachment of all the 
events/activities sponsored by the NAA for 
you.  Make plans to attend and support all 
your events!  We need you!!!! 

 

Forward all information to corresponding-secretary@shawunaa.com  
to be included in next quarter’s newsletter. Contact Delphine Parker 
at 252-412-0549 with questions.   
 

 Ride with Pride 


